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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . A preliminary examination of this application reveals that it includes terminology 
which is so different from that which is generally accepted in the art to which this 
invention pertains that a proper search of the prior art cannot be made. For example: 
television, beginning on page 5, is described as having the ability to "utilize or arrange 
the delivery of media to [a] media peripheral" and further mentions the television 
"retrieving] stored media and transfer[ing] the stored media." Currently one of ordinary 
skill in the art would not describe a television as a device that either generates 
commands or controls media transfers from one physical location to another, but 
instead would describe a television in terms more consistent with 
wordnet.princeton.edu's definition, which is "an electronic device that receives television 
signals and displays them on a screen." 

For the remainder of this application, the use of the term "television" is 
interpreted to be equivalent to the "media processing system" described in Figure 1 . 

Applicant is required to provide a clarification of these matters or correlation with 
art-accepted terminology so that a proper comparison with the prior art can be made. 
Applicant should be careful not to introduce any new matter into the disclosure (i.e., 
matter which is not supported by the disclosure as originally filed). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire ONE MONTH 
or THIRTY DAYS, whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this letter. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term 
of a claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine 
the claim term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled 
in the art on notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process 
Control Corp. v. HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. 
Cir. 1999). The term "television" in claims 1, 2, 4, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 18, 19, 21 -24, and 
27 - 30 is used by the claim to mean a device capable of "controlling devices . . . and 
generating at least one command that causes the delivery of media" and further 
"controlling the delivery of the media" (pg. 4 and 5), while the accepted meaning is "an 
electronic device that receives television signals and displays them on a screen" (as 
defined by wordnet.princeton.edu). The term is indefinite because the specification does 
not clearly redefine the term. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 - 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by SONICblue Incorporated (ReplayTV 4000 User Guide, 2001 ). 

Regarding claim 1, SONICblue shows a method of controlling the communication 
of media from a television without consuming the media by said television, and 
transferring the media from a first location to at least a second location according to said 
controlling communication by the television (pg. 55). As this method is enabled by the 
SONICblue software, which comprises a computer program stored on a computer 
readable medium, claim 11 is inherently disclosed as well. 

Regarding claim 21, the media peripheral and a television that is utilized to 
arrange media peripheral for playback on said media peripheral, along with 
communication pathway that operates independent of the television through which the 
media is delivered is also shown (pg. 55 and pg. 59 - 60). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, 12, 13, 22 and 23, SONICblue further shows generating 
at least one command from said television causing said transfer of the media, as well as 
receiving at least one command that results in said transfer of media from said first to 
said second location (pg. 59 - 60). 

Regarding claims 4, 5, 14 and15, SONICblue further shows receiving at least 
one request by said television for said controlling communication of the media, that 
further results in said transfer of the media (pg. 59 - 60). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 16, SONICblue further shows where said first and said 
second location correspond to a location of at least one media peripheral, a media 
processing system a media storage system, a personal computer, and a third party 
media provider (pg. 55). 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, SONICblue further shows where said first location 
and said second location is at least one of co-located and remotely located (pg. 55 and 
pg. 59 - 60). 

Regarding claims 8 and 18, SONICblue further shows displaying a user interface 
on a display of said television for said controlling communication of said transfer of 
media (pg. 57 and pg. 60). 

Regarding claims 9 and19, SONICblue further shows scheduling said transfer of 
media from said first location to at least a second location utilizing said television 
without consuming the media (pg. 22 and Chapter 5). 

Regarding claim 10 and 20, SONICblue further shows storing said transferred 
media in at least one of said first location and said second location (Chapter 3, pg. 22 
and pg. 55 and pg. 59 - 60). 

Regarding claim 24, SONICblue shows where said television displays a user 
interface that is utilized to control said media delivery (Chapter 3, pg. 20, pg. 25 and pg. 
33, Chapter 5, pg. 57 and pg. 60). 

Regarding claim 25, SONICblue shows where said user interface provides an 
indication of said media peripheral (Chapter 1 , pg. 5, Chapter 30, pg. 20, pg. 35 
('Recording dots' side box), Chapter 5, pg. 57). 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,076 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2112 

Regarding claim 26, SONICblue shows where upon selection of said media 
peripheral in said user interface, said media delivery is initiated (Chapter 3, pg. 25 - 27, 
Chapter 5, pg. 60). 

Regarding claim 27, SONICblue shows a system supporting communication of 
media, the system comprising a media periperhal located at a first home and a 
television located at a second home, wherein said television is utilized to arrange 
delivery of media to said media peripheral (Chapter 5, pg. 57 - 61 ). 

Regarding claim 28, SONICblue shows where said television retrieves stored 
media and transfers said stored media to at least one of a media peripheral located at a 
first home and a media peripheral remotely located with respect to said first home 
(Chapter 5, pg. 57-61). 

Regarding claim 29, SONICblue shows where said television schedules said 
delivery of media to said media peripheral (Chapter 5, pg. 57 - 62). 

Regarding claim 30, SONICblue shows where said television redirects delivery of 
media to said media peripheral without said television at least one of receiving and 
consuming the media (Chapter 5, pg. 57 - 62). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Frink whose telephone number is (571)272- 
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9686. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 5:00PM EST; off 
alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven McAllister can be reached on (571)272-6785. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 




STEVE MCALLISTER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




